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Cette m— 


IHE 


REFACE. 
EFACE. 
Is a wife Preamble, and like to recommend 
what follows much, to confeſs at firſt, that 
I am going to. Write, ſounds even to my own Ears 
little better, than Lam going to play the Fool, 
And yet what can one hope from ſcribling, in an Age, 
wherein if two.Cart Load of Pamphlets could have 
made one Convert, we had been all of one mind in 
England before this. People will buy a Pamphlet, 
becauſe it is cheap, and Read- it becauſe they have 
nothing elſe to do : But what they thought before, 
they will think ſtill, let the Pamphlet ſay what it can. 
What I think true 1s true, is the Rule ; and does 
he ſay as I ſay, as much the Touchſtone of Truth, 
as does he like my Play, of Wit. Should Truth 
ber ſelf come ammng us, ſhe would hazqrd her Repu- 
tation, unleſs ſhe came Tongue-tyd. He whom ſhe 
contradified, would g0 neer to take her for a Jilt. For 
all that, whether Fool, or no Food, is as the Reader 
pleaſes. I need not wear yellow, if any body will he 
the :viſer for what IWrite. If every Body be Obſti- 
7: (i- 2 make no profit by any Book, of all Mankind 
A 2 they 


The PREFACE. 
they ſpend Theif Time the wwſt, who learn to Read, 


Since at wor ſt tis a Folly A- la-mode, I w:l/ _ 


the Readers 909d Nature for onre, and bein at t 

Oath of A. legiance. "Tis a game, as muchas lyes 
upon it, in my Opinion'ill play'd, whether the fault 
be in the Gam? or Game$ters, On? may be fond of 
(port, more Sollicitous to play than win , or a Game 
may be croſs, and which will be play'd no better. How- 
ever it be, at the rate it now goes, the Looker s-0n are 
not like to know in haſt what becomes of ther Bets, 

My congern ia them þas made a Pamphlet of the 
thoughts, which much Reflefion on man” *nſtancs 


has produc't, and the Anſwerer of Eng! Y.oyal- 
ty Reviv'd. I am far from meaning t. , Om; 
but cannot avoid bringing my in$t 1, \* . : ould 
have any thing mend, d, muſt neec. t aad 


why I make bold with his, fance I mu” + 1m2bg- 
dies, becauſe they are the mi fr freſh Yand at ; 1d, and 
the laſt puff ſtill calls out the Flame. To do 34, s mill, 
in ſpite i my Teeth, look like an Anſwer to ſo much. 
But yet my buſineſs is with the Voucher, not the Ad- 
verſary, and I ſhall give him cauſe to believe, I am 
not the mercileſs Enemy, call'd an Anſwerer, who 
ſpares nothing. 


To 


O begin then: I wiſh thoſe who write, would order it 
ſo, that ſome Body may be the better, beſides the Srarto- 
zer. For methinks an Author is, or ſhould be ſomething 
more, than barely an Implement to the Printin7-Trade. 

Children were not ſet to School, with deſign to make no other Uſe 
of their Learning. I know not who is like to be the better, for be- 
ing cloy'd with the ſame Stories over and over again, not a jct 
mended in the telling, and bur little vary'd, and which every Bod 
knows as well as the Teller. I cannot but grieve to ſee, this is the 
Caſe of moſt Anti-Allegiance-Writings. The Briefs, and Councils are” 
all you ſhall generally find any where. They are all the Subſtance of 
this Letter, fave an Argument with never a true Propolition in it, 
about the word Treaſons. Are theſe any Secrets? Have they not 
been urged, and canvaſt, and turn'd all manner of ways, almoſt theſe 
fourſcore Years, all, ſave the laſt, which is indeed, I think, of a 1a- 
ter Invention, but no Secret neither. Yet after all, People think 
as they do; and can it be imagined, that who was not moved by 
hearing them Yeſterday, ſhall, by hearing them to Day, it may be 
worſe told ? Indeed, he who will pretend, there has not been ſo 
much need of them as they will bear, and that he can make more, 
ſays ſomething : But he who barely ſays them over again, either ſays 
nothing, or would have done better if he had. 

Again, has the other Side nothing to ſay for themſelves? Has not 
Withrington, have not others anſwered, and that to the Satisfaction 
of Men of Conſcience and Judgment? I am ſure, he had the Repura- 
tion of both, few of his time being eſteemed more for Learning) and 
One who having ſpent all his Life in Forreign Parts, had no con- 
cern in our Quarrels, ſaid in my hearing, That IWrthr:ngtoz had 
downright baffled two of the moſt Famous among all his Adverfarics. 
Why, muſt all be diſſembled, the ordinary Objet:ons repeated as con- 
fdently, as if nothing were to be replycd, and no notice taken of 
any anſwer? People may carry it as they will ; any Face may be fet on 
any thing. But who ill be medling in thoſe matters, ſtould do 
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weil to remember, that/Face will not always do it. 

Here is an Oath in the Caſe, an Oath which concerns our Duty to 
God and Ceſar; in which, if any be miſguided, he is anſwerable 
to him, who miſguides him. Tis not, or ſhould not be, here as at 
the Bar, where a bad Cauſe too often finds an Advocate ; one who 
whatever he thinks, ſpeaks for his Client. People expect other deal- 
ing from thoſe who undertake to guide their Conſciences ; that they 
be truly Conſcientious themſelves, and who will not for Fear nor 
Favour, nor any Reſpect, make things better nor worſe, nor other 
than jult they are. Alas ! How ill does he anſwer their Expettation 
who ſhews them but one ſide of the Medal ? As much like Silver as it 
looks on that ſide, it may be arrant Braſs ; and he finds it ſo, who 
views It always. Of all counterfeit Coyn, counterfeit Truth is the 
worſt, and the moſt damageable Cheat. It may purchaſe Credit and 
Applauſe: Right is not to be had, but for Truth. As it 1s of perni- 
cious Conſequence to be.in the wrong in this Matter, let nothing be 
conceal'd, which conduces to judge whether we be or no. Let us 
not be poſſeſKwith a vain Confidence of one Title. There is another 
ſetup: Let us fairly know what is in it. Let us have no cauſe to 
ſaſpect, there is more concern that we ſhould deal, than deal ſecure- 
ly ; more concern for the Side, than the Truth. Both Sides lay claim 
to Her: Who truly deſires the Cauſe ſhould be right judged, will 
tell us what the Defendant ſays as well as the Plaintiff. A Guide of 
Conſcience ſhould deſire nothing elſe. To be ſollicitous only, that it 
may £0 on one ſide, is more for another Calling. 

In plain Exgliſh, Theſe half Lights are ſuſpicious things ; twenty 
to one, there are Bracks and Stains, where we muſt not ice whether 
there be or no. : 

And yet I would this were all, or the worſt. Stubborn, ill-natur'd 
Argitynents, which will not civilly be turn'd off, are, to ſay truth, 
very Incommodious Duns. We ſhould have ſome Indulgence, when 
People ſhift out of the way, or make as if they ſaw them 
not. 'Tis ſomething leſs faulty, to conceal what others ſay, than 
to ſay our ſelves what is not true z or, if we will ſet up for Maſters, 
what is weak. For a weak Argument, is a ſigne of an ignorant Ma- 
fter, ard 'tis unexcuſeble to pretend to teach what we underitand 
not our ſelves. Too many Examples occur of both, but too often. 
To confine my ſelf to my Lerrer ; It is made up of InveQtives, and 
Arguments ; and therc is 10t a jot of Strength jn the One, nor Truth 
in the Other, The 
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The Imveftives, becauſe they are ſtrong at leaſt, ſhall go hrſt. 
Mauch pains he takes, and many words he ſpends, to make his Adver- 
faries ill thought of; as at a Deſign fo charitable, who would ſtick 
out for pains? But yet, they are not the ill Men, he would hare 
them pals for. Indeed they never ſet up for impeccable,that | know ; 
nor ever thought the Oatban Antidote againſt Humane Frailty. This 
does draw ſome of them, as well as others, even from their Religt- 
on ; and he knows 'tis 7s, not the Oxth, which does it. He mecrs 
of thoſe wh>o take it, at Maſs ſtill, and ſees them ſtand to their Re- 
ligion, as conſtantly as their Neighbour-Refuſers. 

For the reſt, theſe Allegiance-Men, as luck is, live not inDeſerts; 
they are to be found in the World, intermingled in the ſame 
Towns, ſometimes the ſame Houſes, with People of their own and 
other Religions, who know them, and their Dealings. Let theſe be 
ask't, Whether they deſerve the Black Character of this Lerter ? 

But if he live not out of the World himſelf, with 7deas fram'd 
wholly by Gueſs, and unexperienc't Fancy ; if he knows Men and Man- 
ners, 'tis ſtrange if he be not acquainted with ſome of theſe People, 
whom he himſelf takes for honeſt Men, good Chriſtians, good Sub- 
jets, and g90d Friends, and whom, upon occaſion, he would truſt 
as ſoo; as other Folks, and as far. I will venture my Money, that 
this is io; and for all his big words, put it to his own Conſcience. 
But whether he think well or ill of them, I doubt he has ſomething 
to anſwer for. If ill, for having a bad Opinion of hts Neighbour, 
who deſerves it not : If well, for wronging them much, and his Con- 
ſcience more, 22ainſt which he ſpeaks. 

Then tor his Argtments - 1 am ſtrongly periwaded, there is 
not One, which he himſelf thinks will bear the Touch. He begins 
with One borrowed from the Third Treatiſe ; which, as we have 
not always the c2re we ſhould of what we Dorrow, is the worſe for 
coming into his Hands. Jf the Swpream Paſtor (favs he) is ot nv 
2:mme to be obry'd, 'tis then wen he commands in thimns amert.cinius 0 
Frith and Salv. tion. But Popes have declared the Onth cont tins Aforeers 
contrary to Frith and Salvation. Theſe two, perhaps, are not fo well 
coupled; One making for Obedience, and the Other Bel::sf. Bere 
Obedience, in matters of Faith and Salvation, may p9fſibly 


VII. 


be more queſtionable, than others. Becauſe, where they are'nor- 


concern'd, an unjuſt Command ought often to be obey'd ; whereas 
no Command can oblige to the prejudice of Faith and Saly2tion. But 
as this will return again, I defjre only to know 2: preict, Whether 
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ke thinks in his Conſcience, that 'tis all one, to be contrary to Faith 
and Salvation, and to be declared to be ſo? Every Body, that hag 
common Senſe, every Body out of Bedlam knows, Things may be 
&eclarcd otherwile than they are, unleſs the Declarer be infallible. 
And tins, indeed, he feems well content the AKeagcr ſhould believe 95 
the Pope ;, for he gives him Magnthcent Words. But I gueſs, by his 
falling preſently oit, he believes it not himſelf. However, he may 
take his Choyce. If he do not believe fo, he ſpeaks nothing to pur- 
poſe ; and muſt needs know, he does not. It he do, he docs worſe ; 
tor he brings in a new, and that uncertain Rule of Faith, and which 
leaves the Security of Salvation to the Mercy of a probable Opinion, 
if it be One. *Tis much better to be talking nothing to purpoſe. 

Then he tells W. H. That the Pope, and a General Council are in- 
fall:ble, ard have prattiſed the Depoſing Dottrine , and therefore, if that 
be erronecrs, the Church is not Infallible, Docs he 1n earneſt believe 
this follows? Does he think the Churches lnfallibility extends to 
PraCtiſes, other than what are warranted by Deſcent from Chr: ? 
Does not he; and all Chriſtians know, the Promiſe of his Aſſiſtance 
was made with the Commitllion he gave, to teach what he had com- 
manded, and that there is no Warrant to extend it farther ! Ds 
not we ſee, that Practiſes, even of Councils, have ſometimes other 
Grounds, Diſcourſes, and Speculations, not always necellarily true ? 
[ft the Pope, and 2 General Council ſhould happen to err in ſuch 
things, why mult the Church therefore forfeit her Infallibility ? 
Time was, when the Biſhops of one Nation thought they might ob- 
lige their Prince, to lay his Crown at their Feet, and actually did. 
in all likelihood, the Biſhops of other Nations thought their Pow- 
ernoleſs; and if they had met in a General Council, would have 
thought it lawful for all to do, what ſome had done. Does this 
Gentleman, for all that, think their Opinion true, or the Church the 
leſs Infallible, becauſe it is not ? 

Next, he keeps a Pother with Appealing, as he calls it, from the 
Popeto the Dottors of Sorbon. And he may uſe a Metaphor when he 
pleaſes ; but, becauſe he had it ſo often up, 'tis not amiſs to obſerve 
by the way,that Appealing here ſignifies, barely asking theDottors their 
Opinions. Does he, in earneſt, think this lo ſtnange a thing ! Does 
ke think there ever was, or perhaps ever will be a Conteſt with the 
Pope, in which Divines have not, or will not be conſulted ? Or, does 
he think there muſt never be any Conteſt with him ; but all he com- 


mands, without more ado, be preſently done, and all he ſays be- 
| lieved ! 


42 


. 
lieved? For if there may be a doubt, whether in this, or that Caſey 


People are obliged to believe or obey, he cannot think it ſo heinous 
a Matter to delire to ſatisfy that Doubt. If he know a better, or 
more unoffen{ive way, than to inquire, what uncoricerned Men, gocd 
Catholicks, and good Schollers think on't, we are the leſs obliged to 
him, for making a Secret of it. Had he ſpoke in time, the mighty 
Miſchief of ſaying to a private Man, Pray Sir what think you, might 
have been prevented. Indeed, if he will endure no Conteſt, ns 
Poubt in any Caſe, (which he ſeems, as if he would fain be at, bur 
ſpeaks not out, for fear no Body ſhould endure him) his Diſcourle 
is not inconſequent. *Tis oaly abominably falſe, and abominably 
pernicious. In ſhort, he may think he ſpeaks Senſe, if he can thick 
with his Learned Quotations to make the Pope Infallible, and Depo- 
ſing DoCtrine a neceſlary Point of Faith. But 'tis but a moderate 
Glory, for which I would not betray the Church and Religion if 1 
were as he. 

For his following Mirth, much good may it do him, and may it 
be hearty. For I have known People Laugh outwardly, who have 
been 111 enough at eaſe within. Where lies the Ridiculous, and 
the Sham? IWhy, theſe Wiſe Doctors, when time was, ſubſcrib'd to 
the Depoſing of Henry the Third. As if it were not poſlible to 
pack an Univerſity, as well as a Jury; and as if it were nor 
actually pack't at that Time, by the Power of the League. At 
leaſt, ſo they ſay, who ſhould beſt know, the French them- 
ſelves. But beasit will, He does not, ſure, think the worſe of the 
Subſcribers for being of another Mizd, than the Leaguers. I bc 


Grandin, and his Fellow Readers Subſcribed not, and this makes moſt be-, 


freve x Sham Subſcription, or Sham Dottors, Is he in earneſt trow, or* 
docs he jeſt on ſtill ? For methinks, 'tis pleaſant enough to offer tor 
perſwade us that this Subſcription 1s a Sham, and that by an Argu- 
ment which bids fair to perſwade us 'tis not. For what ſhould hinder 
a Shammer from ſhamming in Gradiz, as well as the reſt ? What. 
ſhould make him balk the Credit of a Chair, if there were no more in 


it, than to put in what Names he Pleaſed ? But does our Author be-- 


lieveone word of what he ſays ? Does he truly think moſt Men, or 
any Men believes they did not Subſcribe, whoſe Names we ſee ; or are 
not what they paſs for, Doftors ? Why Grandin would not make one 
in ſo good Company, this Gentleman, if he would fo fain know, 
may ask Grand;z himſelf. Ifhe think it was, becauſe Grandin ard 


the Subſcribers are of different Sentiments in this Matter, he would. 


do. 
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do well to get ſo much under Grandins hand. For I have been told, 
neither He, nor any, to whom the buſineſs was propoſed, ſuck out 
for that Reaſon. But every Body does not think himſelf obliged to 
tay 211 he thinks true, at all times. "Tis more a wonder, that the 
Love of barren Truth, which yields no Profit, ſhould prevail on ſo 
many, as did Subſcribe, thenthat ſome ſhould think fit to think of 
ſomething beſides. 

But now he falls on with this potent Syllogifma. If they who call them- 
ſelves Cathelicks, bave net faithfully obſerv'd cvery Xcrial Point in the 
O.1t1,then are they per jur'd ; but they h.zve rot obſer: devery mat v1al Port : 
Ex70. As I have not heard Pcople are obliged under Perjury,to ſpend 
th:eir whole Stock of Obſervation upon Oaths, I ſhould think this 
Gertler mm might lawfully have kept ſome in referve, to beſtow upon 
ti1z Arguments. A very little would have ſhewn him, that nothing 
he ſays 1s true. 'Tis not true, that his Adverſarics have not obſerv'd 
every Material Point, and 'tis not true, that they are perjured, 
though they had not. Some other Sin, if it pleaſes him, inſtead of 
Perjury, Raſhneſs, or Negligence, in the Concerns of the Soul, or 
what other Name the Caſe will bear ; but no Pcrjury, till fomething 
be ſworn, which the Swearer knows, or at lealt doubts 1s falſe, 
The Conſcience muſt be violated, as well as Truth, by Perjury. 
\Vant of Fidclity, in making Obſervations, where one 1s not con- 
icious of it, is ſomething another thing. But 'tis not true, that the 
O.uh-Men are guilty even of ſo much. They do obſerve, and conſi- 
dcr his Material Point, in complement to thoſe who pur 1t in their 
Heads. For though it had never come there, I know not why 1t 
hould be thought, that any thing material was left unobſerved. The 
"2th has been faithfully enough obſerved, and critically ſcan'd al- 
molt theſe Eighty Years. The Laws, and all manner of Trcafons 
known ; yet this Point in all this time, was never thought worth 
mentioning. Becauſe ſome Body lately, either more lucky, or of 
ra6re talent in finling Faults,has bethought himſelf to make a matter 
of it ; muſt we, and our dull Anceſtors, be Perjured, cnly for nor 
b2ing cunning 11 quick ? 

The thing, has indeed no difficulty, to any vio will reflect that 
different things have often the ſame Names. Tow Swear, (fays the 
Material Objction) rt Diſcover ail Treaſons : Recerying Oraers from 
ROME, 25 Tre:ſon by Law, ana tnerefore are Perqur's, if you ce; [c over not 
that amor the reſt. One might as well arguc he were Perjnred, who 
laving ſworn to bring into a Camp or Tovy, 1 the Horlzs, ” 
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could light upon, ſhould leave behind the Horſes on which walh - 
Maids dry their wet Linnen. Treaſon by Law, may be far enoug, / 
from Treaſon in reality ; And who will be content to grant me o ne 
modeſt requeſt, to mend not only the ſound of words, but take thetr 
ſenſe along with him, will find in this Caſe it aftually 1s fo. For 
what does Treaſon by Law ſignify ? Is it, that the Nature or notioA8 
of Treaſon is indecd found in receiving Orders from Reme, becauſe 
the Law calls it Treaſon ? Unlels this be, there is barely the Name- 
not the thing of Tr«4ſor. Every thing has its Nature, which where 
itis not found, there is not that thing but another, with the ſame 
Name perhaps. So Treaſon is what it is 3 where that IW/har is not, 
there is not Treaſon, nor can be, neither by the Power of Law, nor 
any thingelſe. Omnipotence it ſelf cannot mazke things be What 
they are not. There remains then nothing that I ſce, for Treaſon 
by Law to ſignify, but that the Law puniſhes thoſe who receive Or- 
ders from Ke-me, as it does Traytors. So it often explains it ſelf in 
this, and other Caſes, of mere Legal Treaſon ; ſaying, They ſuall ſuf- 
fer, as in Caſe of Treaſon, or be reputed, or deemed, or adjudg- 
ed Traytors, or the like. And if at any time it ſpeak otherwile, it 
muſt alſo be fo underſtood. For there is no Difference, ſave in 
ſound, betwixt theſe two Expreſſions, This #, or ſballbe Treaſon ; And, 
This ſhall be puniſht as Treaſen. Whether the Law uſe the One, or the 
Other, what is meant can be no more than what is done. And the 
Law never does, nor can do any more, towards making Treaſer, 
what is not ſoof it ſelf, but forbidding it under the ſame Penalty, 
and ſo giving or occaſioning the ſame Name. Now puniſhable as Trea- 
ſon, ard Treaſon, having two very different Notions, a wonderful 
Material Oblervation it is, that they have both the ſame Name, and 
a mighty ſtrong Argument to prove they are Perjured, who Swear 
to diſcover all Treaſors, that they diſcover not quite another thing. 
If this were not ſo, Dn 1 can tell you, would be in the Mire as 
well as Ball. If the Swcarer be Perjur'd, becauſe he does not diſt 0- 
ver Prielts, all that you, who Swear not, get by it, is, that you are 
a bad Man with another Name. For why do not you diſcover 
them, if they be indeed Traytors? Will a Yea, and Nay-Conſcijence, 
which allows not a Man to take the Oath, allow him to conceala Tray- 
ror? *Tisa pleaſant Conſcience this of yours, if it perſwade you that 
di ſpenling with one duty, giving the Prince ſecurity of Allegiance, 
1s a ſufficient ground to diſpence with another, and ſuffering Tray- 
*0r5 tO £0 undilcovercd in his Dominions. You kive no great wind, 
Ivy 
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if one may gueſs by your writing, to have the Ozth-men paſs for bet- 
ter Subjects then you ; but yet you bid fair tor it, if you would have 
it thought, they only are obliged to diſcover all Treaſons, and you 
not. Swearing or not Swearing alters not the Cafe. Prieſts are, Or 
are not T7aytors, whether we Swear or no. You who fay they are 
in vertne of the Law, mult ſay too, That you are obliged to diſcover 
them. The Swearer, if you will, is more obliged, but to no more 
than you. For he 1s but obliged to diſcover all Treaſons, and that 
he was before he Swore, and had been, though the Oath had never 
been thought of ; and you are obliged to as much, unleſs you think 
the Law of Nature, and of God, belides the Law of the Land, oblige 
not without an Oath. For all this Obligation, there is nothing with- 
out Swearing. In ſhort, if Prieſts be not Traytors, there is no- 
thing to be ſaid to the Swearers ; if they be, there is nothing to be 
{aid for the not Swearers. That nothing can make a Traytor of 
2n honeſt Man, whether he will or no, 1s all the excuſe of both ; 
If that will not do, both arc errantKnaves for ought I ſee, and dif- 
fer only 2s Knight and Gentleman ; one is a Sir Knave, a Villain with 
a Title, a Perjur'd Villain; the other but plain Knave, a Villain of 
low Degree, but a Villain too. 

And yet aftcrall, *tis true, that there is ſomething Material in 
this Obſervation ; ſo Material, that he was too blame, not to make 
a Secret of it, and keep it by all means from Proreftarrs. For if they 
once get it by the ead, and come to underſtand that Prieſts are Tray- 
toys, and to be diſcovered under pain of Perjury, what will become 
of poor Pricſts ? Proteſtants all take the Oath, and ſome know of 
Prieſts, and ſay nothing, but have no mind, I ſuppoſe, to be damn'd 
for their ſakes. For a ſmall matter, Miſpriſion of Treaſon, or ſo, 
Prieſts may count upon it. Who would retuſe to venture Body and 
Goods for them, in a Country where they are ſo loved ? But Per- 
jury too / why 'tis too much in all reaſon, One cannot fairly expect 
it. Your Iformer, if this DoCtrine be true, is the only honeſt Man 
of the Nation. Every Body, that knows of a Prieſt muſt out of pure 
Conſcience ſet up of the Trade. 

The material Trifle deſerves not ſo many words ; yet now we are 
ing let usc'en ſee the laſt on't. A great abſurdity the Author thinks 
it is,to ſay, That what is czafted by the Law to be Treaſon, is no Trea- 
foe. To ſay, Legal Treaſon is not Legal Treaſon, were indeed ſome- 
thing abſurd. But may nota Man be in his Wits, who thinks Leg 
Treaſon, and Real Treaſon, go not always together ? Do ons _ 
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ſenſeleſs Oath-men, think a Prieſt may be an honeſt Man, and the 
Sr2terun no extraordinary hazard, though he be never caught ? 
Treaſon ſignifies a Crime, by which the Weal-publick is betray'd, ard 
it lion ifies ev ery thing puniſhable,with the puniſhment of that Crime. 
Is ic any luc h Riddle, that the ſame thing ſhould be Treaſon in One 
Senſe, and. 60 Treaſon in the Other ? [ but this is Equivocatton, | lie 
ſays, an a double Perjury. Equiv ecation is indeed Perjury in Oaths, 
as it 15 _ ing in Speech. But it he will needs take a word Equivo ocal- 
ly, muſt we thereforc be Perjured ? Let every one bear we onC Bur- 
then, if he pleaſe. We underſtand the word Treaſon in the firlt, 
which we t1ke to be the proper Senſe, becauſe we ſee, that all Man- 
kind, az i00n i. they heer ofa TI'r7ytor, unleſs Circumſtances fug- 
gelt ſome. hing elite. hvve preſently a horrid 1dez intheir 1 houghts.; : 
ſomething nota: 4y an init the coinmon Gecd cither committed, Or 
attempred; fowoti.: g abominabiy bad init ſelf, and which would 
be the ſam. execral 'ci,rime it is, thov2h there were no Law abou 
it. As Pa. -cide iS Pat racvde, and cver* 7 10 t as bad , Where the Law 
forgot or forbore  2pPoint I 2ny runiſhment, as any n_ clic. 
He would have us uiderſtar lever) thing which the Law calls by the 
ſame Name, ard puniſhes w th th came puniſhment. As if puniſh- 
ment made or moerr'd, or vwcre::::y thing to the notion ct the Crime 
puniſh't. XK-buery and Atiriher are punijht alike, by our Law ; yet 
they are very different things ; 2nd who ſhould I ear to Diſcover 
One ofthem, would not be perjur'd by concealing the Other. And 
tor the ſame Names, unleſs the tame Notions go along with them, 
they leave the things as different 2s they were before. Ar this rate, 
one may poſlibly bea very her.e!lt Man, and an errant Traytor, at 
the ſametime. So Chriſti.u:s were all Traytors, or as bed, under 
the Heathens ;, and are {till, it may be, both under Hexthei:s and 
AMahometans, Inaword, his Notion 15 wholly Forreign, grourded 
on nothing found within the thing, but derived from tometiiung, 
done about it from without, common Name and Puriſoment. And 
becauſe we are a little dull, andappretiend not how the proper No- 
tion ofa thing ſhould conliſt in ; na s as: { derations s, {ſometimes 
applicable, and ſometimes not ; bit fin y wildly, that tiinzs have 
proper Natures and Notions rs Ny V ich remains the fame 
whatever is done about them, we ar: yes :rors and Perjiurcrs. 
Laſtly, He dares be bound, the 7: 4. c: ſhall eve it for him. Tru- 
ly, for his Bond, he muſt pardon 1 [ he fe ar? citen, moſt tor» 
ward to be bound, who have leaſt tv _ 
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When we know what ſtock he has of Law, we will talk fur- 
ther. A Bond in a matter of knowledge, in which one has no kill, 
is like a Bond in a Mony-matter from one who has no Caſh. Will he 
be bound, where he is a reſponſable Man ? Bound to acquieſce in the 
deciſionof the Judges ? bound to take the Oath, if they give it a- 
gainlt him ? Forclſe, to tronblethem to no purpoſe, is a Preſump- 
tion of which I dare not be guilty ; nor docs he care what they de- 
termine, nor is this the thing which ſticks with him. Bur if he be 
IN Carae:t, and will put it to reference, with all my heart. I'le not 
be out at ahy motion which promiſes an end of the quarrel. Let's 
leave dilputing from this moment, and apply our ſelves to the Judg- 
es. If their Goodnets, which refuſes no pains to end differences, 
will 8ndertake the trouble, I engage for my ſelf, and think I may 
tor my Friends, toſtand to their award, every jot as readily if it go 
2gan!t, as with me. For I am not fond of the Oath, though I love 
Allegiance.An End any way contents me. I am pretty confident though 
there 1s more of raſh then ſtout in his daring. The Oath does not 
ſay, abſolutely all Treaſons, but all Treafons againſt the King. All 
Treaſons are not ſuch. It is Treaſon to kill the Chancellor, or 
{ome other Great Officers, it is Treaſon to Counterfeit his Coyn. 
The Law I ſuppoſe docs not underſtand theſe to be Treafons againſt 
the Kizzg. Joyn Opportunity to Treaſon againſt him, and it is in- 
compatible with his ſafety. He has been ſaſe in the hands of a Pries?, 
ore who yet lives, and whom when the wiſdom of the Nation 
tought ft to diſtinguiſh from his fellows, they took him not I ſup- 
role for one who meant any harm to the Ximg. Thereis a particu- 
IJir Statute to puniſh concealment of Prieſts, of which ſome have 
felt the ſmart : Incyer heard of one Indicted for Perjury on that ac- 
count. All Mencry out a Traytor, as Fire inthe Streets, upon the 
firſt appearance. He would be little better then a Traytor himſelf 
who fliould not. Prersſtmms arc not Heathens nor Athic3ts, but Men 
who know, what "tis toforſivear themſ»lces. Divers know, or think 
they knozv, vhere there is a Prieſt and ſay nothing. No body for all 
that thinks them leſs honeſt Men thei Informers, or leis lollicitous 
of the Kin f.fery, or more i: lgeat to any Treaſon againſt him. 
{ think tien 1 have reaſon nct to diitruſt a Tryal of this marter. 
Ore morc, to ſay the Truth,l hare, which in wary dealing pernaps 
I ſhould net tell kim, leaſt he ſhould fly back from his reference. 
Pt hicauſe he ſhall not ſay he was ſurprized, I will acquaint him,* 
i tat ] have taken his adyice, nd askt as he defired 1 ſhould. _ 
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I am told that the words al! Treaſons in the Oath, are to be under- 
ſtood of real Common-Law-Treaſons, ſuch as are indeed dangerous 
To the King, and reach not Nominal, and merely Statute-Treaſons, 
and that this ſenſe of the Oath is moſt evident. But yet as he may 
poſſibly diſtruſt my word, and thoughlI know I ſay true, chuſe whe- 
ther he will believe me, I pretend not to conclude him by it. He is 
ſtill f: 2e togo on with his reference if he think fit. One thing I am 
ſure 0., that hitherto there 1s no Perjury, no, though it ſhould be 
as he ſays. Becauſe who took the Oh, Swear uprightly according to 
their Conſcience, underſtanding by Treaſons true, not made Trea- 
ſons, and belicving the 0.zth meant fo; and I am confident there will 
be none hereafter, and that when it appears the Oath obliges Ca- 
tholicks to deliver their Pricits up to puniſhment, for no other fault 
then Pric{t-hood, none will tzke it more. And ſo I beg the Readers 
Pardon for detaining, him ſo long on a Subject, which as material as 
this Gentleman makes1t, 1 doubt after all is but much ado about no- 
thing. 

Selipture and Councils muſt be in too, elſe all had been marr'd. 
For what's an Author without a Quotation ? without ſomething to 
ſhew Reading, asthe Kings of Brainford ſpoke French to ſhew breed- 
ing ? otherwiſe ſurc there needed rio Councils to make Men confeſs, 
there has been ſuch a thing inthe World, as a Sentence of Depoſir:- 
on, and that Sacro preſente Concilio too, in one, and but one Caſe. 
And there needed no Scripture, to perſwade People that the Pope is 
as good a Man, as the High Prieſt was among the Fews, and has as 
much vertue in his Lips. For this is what he concludes from the 
One, and undertakes to prove by the Orher. And yet, who can tell 
whether he had not a mind, his Reader ſhould take Depoſing Dottrine, 


for an Article of very Faith? For that People preſently look for, 


when they hear of” Scripture, and General Councils. One cannot 
eaſily judge, as hecarries it, much asifhe ſaid, I will not- tell you 
what 1think my ſelf; but would beglad, you would think ita Point 
of Faich. And Faith indeed madethe great noiſe, at firſt, againſt the 
Oh; but who cones it ſtill, have thought better of it lince, 
and found it bad that Pretence, and ſay, 'tis not Fazth. 
He, I ſuppoſe, for the credit of the common Cauſe, does not mean 
to fall out with his fellows, and ſay itis. For which reaſon, 1 for- 
bear to ſay what the Occaſion ſuggeſts, and as Irake no Joy in diſco- 
vering Faults, am well content that many I find here ſcape tor me un- 
reproved and unobſerved. Where Faith is not concern'd, I con- 
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«ive it beft tolet Scripture and Councils alone. 

Ardas forthe Oath, the Sport Ithink is at the beſt. We have ſeen 
cither all, or the bcit he can, or at lealt thought fit ro do. "Tis rot 
amils now to cait an Eye upon what he pertorms againſt the Oath- 
men. #e dves xot find (he ſays) in all the Breves, that the Pope, either 
Herts his depoſtrg Power, or commands any to aſſert it : All he requires, 
is a Civil Obedrence frombis Children in Spiritual Matters, things apper- 
raining to Faith and Salvation, Now, if they will deny Obedience and Al- 
legiurce (un ſuch matters) to their Supreme Paſtor ; He cannet ſee, how 
poſſibly Princes can expect, or long hope for a Civil Obedience from ſuch 
S::bjefts. And this is the only ground of allthe Unkindneſs, with which 
he contutes his Adverſarics. 

ASI am ſomething dull, I take not the jeſt. He, no dont, can 
oive an Account, how Obedience to a Spiritual Superior in Spiritu- 
al Matters is civil Obedience ; how Subjects come to owe Allegiance 
to any, but their own Prince, what 'tis to purpoſe, whether tlic De- 
poling Power be aſlerted in theſe Breves,ifit be allerted clſewl:cre,an 
if we may belicve him, in ſomething Itronger than a Breve ; and what, 
beſides not looking for it, hindred him from finding in the Breves, 
what others of his lide have found ; who tell us, the Denyal of Depo- 
ling Power is one of the many things allerted to be repugrant to 
Faith and Salvation. Which they make account 1s .allerting the 
Power, as indecd it looks very like it. It might have gratify'd tone 
Bodics Curiolity too I ſuppoſe, to have let them know, what he 
would have done, if he had found the Depoling Power allcrtcd or 
commanded, inthcſe Breves ; or will do, when he finds it in ano- 
ther, if 4 Brcve be ſo material z obey, or Diſobey ? It Diſobey 0- 
thers may hope his gocd leave to ditobey a Breve, who would rake 
it himſclf. It Obey, he thinks the Depoling Doctrine true, whether 
found in a Breve or no: For he would not, I preſume, alert an 
Untruth for any Body's fake. He had e'ne as good declare timielt, 
and aflert it now. A Day or two ſooner or later neither makes, nor 
marrs ; and 'tisbur a uſeleſs Nicety, to ſtand upon it. 

But of theſe, and the like nratters, he may bethigk himieclf at Jei- 
ſure. *Twill be time enough to make up his Accounts, when 1cme 
Body calls for them. 1 concern my ſelfonly in his Jealouly of thele, 
who take the 0.:th, and the ground he has to ſuſpect them of Infhide- 
lity to their Prince. 'Tis, I ſuppoſe, becauſe who d1:02ey's one Su- 
-pcrior, are likc todiſobey another. Yes truely, very like, in alike 
Age. Net to dillemble what is, there 15 80 counting upon Obetiand 
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from the Oathmen, whenſoever,. and by whomſoever tlicy are com- 
manded, what they cannot witha ſafe Conſcience obey. They have 
the grief to diſobey the King, and his Laws once a Month ; and once 
in their Lives, the Pope too: And cannot help It, while they arc 
perſwaded, God is to be prefer'd before Man, and that He re equires 
they ſould do as they do. If they make bad vie of a £00d Principle, 
and diſobey where they ought to obcy, there is ſomething to be 
ſaid tothem : But if they do but wha it they ought, vehat hc Tays I5, 
in effect, they are guided by Conſcience, and therefore not to be 
truſted ; True to God, and therefore like not to be true to their 
Prince. Shew, if you pleaſe, that they do 1ll, in diſobeying the 
Breves, before you run away with it into your -long Carrier o an- 
gry Rhceorick, They Diſobey (ſay you) their ogy eme Pastor, Chriſts 
Vicegerent;, Him whoz God bh: 1mnſelf hath Commarded to Feed 
his Sheep, to Feed his Lambs, and to h.we care of his Serils, As if 
plain Pope were not as much as all this. They do diſcbey him, 
Th: It's agreed. Wh 7, Is that diſobedience blameable? Ard They d:j- 
ovey ({12y you) iz 1irns oppertaiming to F:: ith and Saluaition. And what 
then ? If it be not 160 unmannerly to wh a Queſtion, where I know 
before had there is no anfiver. But pray, -which are thele things, 
and where may ve tind them in the Ozth, or the Breves? In the 
Breves is only the Command, which 1s diſobey'd. And tliey tell us 
to9, that the © mart Irs 2re contain'd. in the Oath, There we find 
Depoting Power deny'd, and Allegiance profeit. Theſe then are 
the matters in which the Pope is ditobey'd. Pray, how come theſe 
to be M-: trers of Faith and $? lvation? The Depoling Power indeed 
pretended as long as it could. But now even they, who oppoſe the 
O.uh, have thought good it ſhould pretend no longer. The other 
has reaſon to pre tend, nothing ; inthe Law of G«@ being more exprels, 
then Duty to Princes. But no Body is unjuſt enough to imagine, 
the Breves ever thou: "ht ol forbidding this Duty. It would be to 
forbid, what God commands z in which caſche were no good Chri- 
ftian, who ſhould doulr whom to obey. One may be wwbrle, in 
diſtinguiſhing betwixt Ferformiuce and Profeſſion z, tay the latter 1s 
forbid, thou 1gh the former be not. Burt this will have no pretence te 
a matter of Faith and Salvation. A wiid. Fancy it muſt needs be, 
into which it can enter, that the Law of Ged has left the Profeſſion 

of Civil Allegiancc in the Preaft oi hs. Mritutl Power. And io moſt e 
vidently, for what concerns Allegiance, what can be t2id to be 
mattcr of Faith and Salvation, is not forbid ; what can be ſaid to 
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be forbid, is not matter of Faith and Salvation. But this is but 
loſing time for Methods ſake. The Breves never meant to forbid 
Allegiance, or the Profeſſion of it. Accidentally indeed they hin- 
der the Profeſſion which is in the Oath, becauſe it is joyn'd with 
ſomething, which they thought fit not to let paſs, renouncing the 
Depoſing Power. In truth, all reſts upon Thar, and Tha! being 
at laſt acknowledged to be no matter of Faith and Salvation, there 
remainsnopretence for Ditobedience 1a ſuch matters, 

Though there did, there is ſomething more to be thought of. For 
what if ſuch a Matter ſhould happen to be determin'd w: ,:g ? 
\What if we ſhould be commanded to take Vice for Virtue, and Vir- 
tuc for Vice. Muſt we, becaule theſe are Matters appertaiving to 
Faith and Salvation, obey, and try to go to Heaven by the way of 
Vice ? Muſt we learn a new Ciriſtianity ? For ine Od ove texches, 
that Virtue only leads thither, and Vice ſomewlither elſe. But ler 
us underſtand one another. You who ſ2y, 1 mait obey, becauie the 
matter appertains to Faith and Salvation, pray what do we mean ? 
That the Matter commanded was revealcd by C715, and I muſt 
believe ſo, and teſtify my belief by my Obedience ? Or, thec pro- 
vided I obey, I may believe what 1 will? It you take it this latter 
way, Izm beholding to your Indulgence ior the liberty of ſetting 
my outward and inward Man together by the Ezrs, and making my 
Actions bely my thoughts. For where Faith is pretended for a Com- 
mand, Obedience to it is, whatever { thi;.k in my Heart, a Profeſ- 
ſion that the Pretence is true. But your k1-dneis will do me no good. 
Becauſe, if the matter be revealed by Ci» :5t, I muſt needs belicve 
it; and muſt not receive it into my Fzith, if it be notrevealed. I am 
obliged both ways, and 'tisnot your leave wiiich can diſcharge me. 
Beſides that, how you can at the ſame time pretend a mattcr ap- 
pertains to Faith, and allow every Body to believe it does not, 3. a 
Riddle which poſes me. But if you will have my Belief go along 
with my Obedience, pray ſhew me why I muſt believe, betore you 
tell me I muſt obey. For, you know, I muſt not entertain a wrong 
Faith for any Bodies ſake, no not for an Angel of Heaven. Apply 
this to our Caſe. The Oath is forbid, becauſe it contrives matters 
repugnant to Faith and Salvation ; and this Prohibition, ſay you, I 
muſt obey, becauſe it is in amatter appertaining to them. But if 1 
obey, and believe the Repugnance mentioned, how ſhall I anſwer for 
that Belief ? For making my ſelfa Faith of my own, and receiving in- 
to my Creed what neither I can find Chri# ever revcaled, nor ny 
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Body elſe can ſhew me, be *c ſaid with the good leave of the Care- 
ſt. If I believe it not, now ſhall I anſwer for my Obedience ? 
For owning by it, that a matter appertains to Faith, which I believe 
does : ot ? For per{wading others, as far as my Example will per- 
wade, tobelicve what 1 bclieve not my ſelf? Isita Nlizht matter to 
have a hand in confirming a wrong Faith in the World ? Will your 
word bear mc out ? Pray permit me t9think it is not here, as where 
we may, and ought cbey ; and at the ſame time below the Com- 
mand perhaps unprofitable, perhaps prejudicial. Faith requires in- 
ward Aſlent, as well as outward Submiſſion ; make Faith the ground 
ofa Command, I cannot fec but that who believes there is a Faith 
to ground the Command, and yet obeys it, betrays Faith, and be- 
comes a Scandal to his Netyhbour, whom he temps to believe Ggts 
Law 1s other then It 15, at leaſt in his Judament. And this, I ſup 
they ſaw,w hohave attempted to make the Pope Infallible : He 
Infallibility no mcre than other Men, to oblige to a Conicie 
Obedience ; where right or wrong Obedience is due, as it oft 
to all Superiors, though we think, and though we know the Co 
mand harmful. The Supcrior is to provide againſt that harm, 
when it appears to him, as well as other Folks, and his Subjects, 
to leave that care to him, and cbey him. But every SubjeCt is anf- 
werable for an Errour in Faith, as well as his Superior ; every Bo- 
dy muſt look to his own Soul. And therefore, ſince Obcdience to 
a Command concerniry, Faith, draws in Belicf, cither the Supert- 
or muſt be exempred from %iiſtake, or the Subject from Obedience, 
when there is ore. PZ: #1: gocs the firlt way ; this GCearlezronm may 
follow him, it he picaſes ; and when he has made out tiut Point, 
urge Obcdicnce freely. We, who belicyg, there 1s no Poveer, which 
can cblige us to believe amils, take 1: © Stcopd, ſomethingthe more 
confidently tor his Argumeut. For what he brings, 1s not true, and 
If it were, ought tro make us ihe more wary. 

So muck harſh Deſcant vpon ſech a ground ! The King and Corr 
ci impertur'd with Sugectiors cf cauieleſs Jealouſy, for this! The 
O.th-ncr for this tradiun'd, for menwhom No 'Oaths will coze, who 
mold fFradiicvir Cor liner (rear, for Wi orldly Imereſt ; exther what 


they kyow pet or wht they belicve nit z and who, he is inclir'd to believe, 
breckthcir Vers wid Onths, with os little concern, as you world a Ruſh ! 
Papiſts n Alafqnerude ' & b wet of Janus-Fac't Aſonſters ! Acn 120 like 
Eiau, will /e ll the Elciſins of Heaven for Aa Diſh cf Pottoge ;, end thine 
aer out God Darames, wid what you mill, to ſave their B.icon : —_ 
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who arc aſbumed of thery Rel: 77107) and its Principles ! Gly mire in the 
J 3 


Name than Thing : ' pawnthen with, foil their Ce, ſciences ; 010ng 
betray the God of * Eternal Truth and L: 'fe ; nd v1. brow l 10 15Pufe 
tion upon no more occation,trom a fide nicely ic er in this Po #7, and 


againlt which, it any thing come torth les 1 RX th, cr lets kind 
atty thing, ſhort of Love-letter ; \What Crys preſently, what eas 
of Un charitable and Unchriſtian Ringing in our Evrs? And yer 


; +) 
'twere ſomething, it he thought any of all rhis true. But he knows 
zl this while, and f es with his Eyes, They fave nv 14con, nor get 
no Pottage, norhave fo much as a Proſpect of W--|.''y Intcrelt. 
Procets for 20s. a Month, or 2 Thurds gocs out araink . i017, as well 


as others. I would it did not, Perhaps they might be £ 00.4 Chrilti- 
ans then, very Conſcientious Men, and of good Examples, 21d ſome 
Authority too, it may be. He knows too, they are not aſnamed of 
their Religion, or its Principles ; bit are now again, in ſome 
Places, at the Mercy of their Oi! Scequeſtrators, tor owning It. 
'Ti; the Depoling Principles, of whi h they are aſhamed, and to 
ſee them pin'd upon Religion. "1 his they ſez, with ſhame an d Grief ; 
but they bluſhnot in this Cale, for their own Faults. "They ell nct. 
their Religion, or Conſcience ; nor can, while there is no Price 
paid. Some Wat in his Anger would have ſcrapt out this Objection, 
and put him in mind, that to part with a thing for nothing, is not 
to ſcllit. 

If he be indeed inclin'd to believe, they would break their Oaths 
fo flightly, his Inclinationsare worſe thaa I can in Charity bclieve ; 
though theyare bacenough, if they have no ground but what he 
mentions z his Storm, and the O.:th of Supremacy. People act not, ut 
upon occalion 3 if hewall call the Occalion they had to take the O.uh, 
a Srorm, mult his Metaphor needs incline him to believe, they have 
no regard to an Oath ? If he would do ary thing towards aliaying his 
Storm, 'tivere more colourable to fancy ſome Relation betwee! them 3; 
but as it is, his inclinations muſt c'ne truſt to our Chirity, tor ought 
I ſee. Then the Oath of Supremacy, what buſineſs has that here ? Or 
does he forget what he is talking of? When he is to tell us of Break- 
ing of 0.:ths, does he tell us of taking them ? In ſhort, his Inclinatr- 
ons are abſolutely groundleſs, and what they would carry him to 
believe abſolutely falſe, for the 0. wh- -mc have that regard to Oaths, 
which theawe of Divinity requires! They do net [train their Con- 
ſciences, nor do any of the ill things he mections ; and fo, for _—_ 
Inclinations tothe contrary, L[ verily think, he believes himſett. Yo 
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theſcare heavy [mputations, and which would ſtir even a paticyt 
Man, what if one ſhould be reyengful now ! Docs he think there 1: 
nothing to be retorted ? Nothing in the Depoling Principles, which 
would turniſh Matter to talk of the bad Subjet, and the bad Con- 
ſcience ? He might chance to repent his Provocation, and fird his 
Friends, who diiown his Zeal, have reaſon. For no Jelt bites lis? 
the true one; as he found by experience, who being -5kt, What 
ail'dhimtobe in ſuch a mighty Pallion? J/by, (reply'd he) Yonders .7 
Fellow h.1eprefer'd a Charge of Villavy against me ; and the m ſchie f: is, 
the Rogue has proved it. But, as 1 tind it much more ſweet to benefit, 
then ſhamea Man, I only pray him for his own ſake, to do better 2- 
nother time, and cither torbcar to ſpeak ill of other Folks, or at 
leat lay nothing but what he has ſome colour for, and what he 
thinks 1s true : And, if he be not too much to requeſt at orice, to 
acknowledge zis Adverfaries are not altogether the wicked Men, his 
Idea makes them, who can pur up [njurics calwly ; and fo he is quit 
for me. 

The K:rg and Comzcil are, methinks, or ſhould be, above the 
Level ofa Pamphlet. 'Twere good, in my Opinion, ard no more 
than becomes the Reſpect due to them, totalk of ſomething cle. He 
may be one, for ought I can tell, that know him not, who may 
take upon him, and knows what he does, when he makes bold with 
them at every turn; and undertakes to inſtruct them, of whom 
they ſhall think well or ill. For us, I think 'tis but our Duty, to 
keep a greater diſta:ce; yet not to diſſemble a juſt Ambition, we 
are, I confeſs, dceply Ambitious of their good Opigion z and make 
our Court, as we underſtand it, whocome not there to learn. Live 
quietly, and privately, give them no trouble, if we can help it; 
and appear not before Them, till we are ſent for : Which, if ever 
we be, | hope we ſhall have a wilcr Story to tell, than to teach them, 
who are their Friends,and their Focs; and that they muſt beware of 
thoſe, who Swear to be true to the Kg, who will ſurc enough ſtand 
by the Pope againſt Him in aField,becauſe they ftand by Him, againſt 
the Pope, inan Oath. But the Men to bide upon are thoſe of Conſci- 
ence, who, the Kino may be ſure, will always be true to Him, for 
this ccnvincing Reaſon, becauſe they will not Swear they ought. 

T he next time hc talks of the Krmg and Conner, he would do well to 
remember, that he ſpeaks of the Witelt, toſay nothing of their Dig- 
nity, and moſt impartial Men of a great, and no ſtupid Nation. 
Who has a mind to impoſe upon thera, ſhonld berhink himſelf of 
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ſymething more refined, than to ſay the King cannot expect his Sub- 
j2As will o bey Him, where they think, and ſwear they ought, be- 
caule they obey not the Pp , w here they think they ought not. Why ? 
they diſobey the  » e117, becauſe they fear to diſobey the King : 


7 
2nd God, who has comm anded us to 5bey Him. To make that a 
ground to ſuip- heir Ob-dience, is certainly the moſt pleaſantly 
odd, among ci1the Faptaitical Whimſies of cauſeleſs [erlouſy. 
[| muit not torr the Impu tation of B!.:«b!;;/5:, it is fo heynous a 
Jnatter, S$:9:/m 1 bo Mferencch, Unconſtiencuus and Irrelgious, 
without Bl: :/-:;-, bi ennotiing. He ay hiv2 then the Loy- 
alty of the 0.:b-14c. [1] gl, beca f ſome Sticklers” for the Oh, 
:dmired Blacklo, and fi chlo tang ht Diſloya' [P>Ctrine. bob gger 
fuſpicious Gert: 14 liv'd not in the Days of St. Cyp:iar, or St. 
(T1crom, tO ſuſpect them of Jcre{y, bocaule they admired _ Us lf 
Bl: taught Diilocalty, what would he have more of any beds 
than to Ieave him , and his Dilloyalty to themiclves ; keep ws 
irem the Irfetior, 2rd preſerve their Loyalty ſound and untainted ? 


Ard what better Proof would he have that they do this, than bind- 
129 themiclves in the Rrongeſt Bonds, of which humane Nature 13 
capable, and ende2vouring ever! body may do fo too. He miy as 
v. cl! {uipect the Silver, w hich bears the Tower mar k, as the Loyal- 
ty which has been touch by the Ston e appointed by the \Wildom of 
the Nation. If cther Folks ſhould take example by kim, ard be 
ſuſpicious roo, what beiter Evidence can he: bring of his own Loy- 
alty ? When he brings as much, his Suſpicion w i11 be more ſcaſon3- 
able ; though *twill ſhew but odly [till, without a better ground, 
than admiring Blickis. If they admire him for Diſloyal D»trine, 
if they abet kim in it, 'tis ſomething, 3ut 28 long as they love Loy- 
alty Snaps then Placklo, and ſtick to it, whatever he or any bady 
ſays, they may :dmire till their Hearts ake, and be never the leſs 
Loyal. They admire Bellar-mn:, as well as Bl:ck/», but will not be 
Diſloyal for either of their ſakes. Make admiring Bl.«ki: a ground 
of ſuſpicion once, and there is rot perhaps a knowing \lan in the 
Nation to be truſted. As one may admire an Enemy ; erery Body, 
even of thoſe who were moſt violent againſt BLick/e, thought him, 
for all that, a learned Man, (for that is the Engliſh of Admiring) this 
Gentleman Ibclicve himſelf for company. Docs hetherefore think 
It juſt the Suſpicion of Diſloyalty, and abetting the bad Doctrine 
he mentions, ſhould fallon himſelf, who yet cannot think worſe of 
it, than the O:uh-men. W hile there is not a Man on cither es = 
olds 
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holds that DoQtrine, methinks we might be Friends for that matter 
Let the B!:ck/o;5# be as bad as he will, the Oath-man is an honeſt 
Man. We thivk him not ſo bad, that one cannot be ſeen in his 
Company without Scandal, and End it more reaion:ble to think 
well of lum for the Oath ſake, then 11] of the Oath for his. Howeyer 
it be, let him ſhitt as he can for himielt; our Bulineſs is with the 
Oh, rt Blukloihm. 

But :fterall,- is it as this Geirlern ſays? For I know not hover, 
with his Jcalouſie ard Suipitions, ke 2s put me into the Ciltruitful 
Humour too. EL«&/-, he fays, t raul 6 [hat we cre boind to oppoſe a 
Bnifhe Prince, diſputiag with an Vjurper, to firht a7ainft, wid Mur- 
ther bim, Why, there is as much | [gnorance, as Di! lov alty, in this. 
He mult be as much a Fool, as a rave, who tells us, a Prince loſes 
his Right, by loſing a Battle. A Learned Man to teach this! Peo- 
ple notwitliſtar ding to admire his Learning, and his Integrity ! 
Thoſe who were bred up in fo Dilloyal a School, to prove Sas 
and Sticklers for Loyalty ! "This Tale docs not tell. And I hay 
nothing, but his Word tor it ; w _ It may be, would have —_ 
further, if he had not written. By his good favour, I mean to 
ſuſpend my Judgment, till I can light on Black/ves Book. For 'tis 
but Juſtice, to hear both tides. 

The Truth is, There are Bayics in ail Trades. Bl klo;/3u is one 
of the words they have got to EXPre !$ their zo meartz;g by z a Twin to 
Fanſeniſm in Frazee, ard Poperyin Ealand. No Signification belongs 
to any of the Three, but the Baylſes uſe them, when they fird a Man 
120t for their turn, and have a mind to run him down, and nothing 
to alledge again{t him; For when they h ves you never hear of thete 
things. Bur when a Man gr CS 10 Price, th ie Cry OUT A F.rnſeniſt,or 
2 B /chloiſt on him, who perhaps knows nothing of Farſenins or 
Black!o ; and Papiſt on him, who is at defiance with the Pope.By which 
they would have you apprehend ! ſom? very ba d thinz, bur which is 


noT-any one. A certain. Voie o neither Price nor Gluttony, 
noran7 other ; a Colour neither Black, nor Blew, nor Gr, cen ; and 
ſo « Ot all. Ask what this bad thing is, and wiz in tz particular 


Yd 


3aincixcontiits, and you ſpoyl all ; you ſha { ind cither nothing at 
FY cr nothing bad. As here ; Admirins is 6 fault, at lexit, though 
there had been no cauſe, no great one: Holing gn Do- 
Ariane, is ir:decd a creat Fault ; but "tis not committed. In a word, 
thete Imputat1ons are a ſort of ver / bad Nothings. Bit yet they 
arc e convenient, becauſe they may be 1n at every ting. Now, the 
D 2 Outh 
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Oath is naught, becauſe Blacklo:#s are for it ; another time Black- 
loiſts ſhall - naught, becauſe they are for the Oath. The Trick 
will grow ſtale in time, and then every body will fee what it is; 
and as ſoon as they hear of a Fanſeniſt, a Blackloift, or Paprit, con- 
ceive preſently it will, without a handſome Why. You may be 
ſure, that fo it always is; as ſureas that the Proteſtant Paprst is not 
the worlt Proteſtant in the Nation; nor all Reprobates, who 
think not ill of Janſenias or Blacklso, And this I ſay not for any 
of their ſakes, for I will not have to do with their Quarrels ; bur 
to ſhew what Arguments we have againſt the O.uh. But the Pun 
of Black Dottrine was too ſmart tobe lolt, and fo the Argument could 
mot be ſpared. 

| have now done with this Gentleman, and would fain hope the 
Difference of our Sentiments will not hinder me from obtaining a 
reaſonable Requeſt at his, and his Fellow Writers hands.” Tis, That 
when they write next, they would conſider a little more dceply, 
what they are doing,and what it is to ſet up for Maſters and Guides. 
It is indeed a Charitable Office, of great both Praiſe and Merit ; but 
it had need be well diſcharged. The Day will come, when an Ac- 
count will be taken of it ; where all the Ats, which ſerve in this 
World to ſupport an ill grounded credit, and keep a Man from 
Shame, will go for nothing : Where there is no regard to a Magi- 
ſterial out-ftidez no minding who 1s decry'd, or cry'd up, nor by 
whom. Where the Grave look with a demurely confident Air, the 
Perſwaſive ſhrug; and Fece of ſcornful pity, will not paſs for Argu- 
ments. Where nothing, in fine, willdo it, but a clear Conſcience. 
Far beit fromme, to Queſtion the Purity of any one ; much farther 
toaſperfe it. I only intreat every one, for their own ſakes, to look 
to it, as the Concern requires, and lee that all be right within. To 
ask themſelves whither there be nothing in their Eye but Truthzno- 
thing in their Heart but the love of it ! No proſpect of advantage 
or diſadvantage ſome way, no Friend to pleaſe, or fear todiſpleaſe ? 
Whether they are rhemſelves throughly perſwaded, of what they 
would perſwade others, and if Tun, an by what ? Whether not as 


much or more by ſuch motives, then any thing elſe ? and whether 
their greateſt reaſon be not, becauſe they think it reaſonable to do 
as they are bid ? Every one has a Faithful Friend in his boſome, who 
will anſwer truly to theſe and the like Queſtions, and they are not 
their own Friends who ask them not. Our Souls are at Stake, and 
the credit of Religion. For what a prejudice, what a Scandal to a 
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Religion, to forbid thoſe who are of it to profeſs their Allegiance, 
which to pay they are bound even by their Religion ? Truth indeed 
is no jult cauſe of Scandal ; but they had need be very ſure they fay 
true, who ſay we may not profeſs our Allegiance, as he thinks fit we 
ſhould, to whom we owe it. I cannot tell what to think, when I 


| F =. an honeſt Man fay ; I know not why it ſhould be-thus, ard am 


ſorry it is,bat I amunder Obedience; Time was, I told you, the Oath 
was lawful, and betwixt you and me, I think fo {till ; but my Supe- 
riors are wiſer then ; 4 muſt ot fay ſonow. I wiſh all be well; 
but think it ſtrange Language tor good and Learned Men. Obcdi- 
ence 1s a vertue ; what makes us ſpeak otherwiſe then we think, or 
think otherwiſe then reaſon directs, can be none. Becauſe my Su- 
perior Commands me totake this or that lide, mult I therefore de- 
lude yioſe who rely on me ? They come not to ask what my Superior 
thinks or Commands, but what I think my ſelf; and | muſt give 
them his Judgment inſtead of my own, and ſay, not what I would 
if | were at Liberty, bur what te thinks fit I ſhould ; He who per- 
haps underſtands nor the buſineſs ſo well zs I (for 'tis not Learning 
always which makes a Superior) or if he do, has the concern of his 
Order to look to as well as Truth, with all my Heart I Love and 
Honour the Obedience,which alluts us to keepthe Commands of Sod - 
But if any pretend to Oblige us to violate Truth and Sincerity, with 
all my Heart | pray for my ſelf to be preſerv'd from it, and for 0- 
thers, that it may be taken for an excuſe when time comes. *'Twill 
prove but a ſorry one, I doubt, even for thoſe who can alledge it. 
What will become of the reſt ? and what will they have to ſay for 
their buſy earneſtneſs, their heat and their crys ? Tis every Days 
talk; ſuch a one is for the Oath; who would have thought it of 
him ? 1 am ſorry he has loſt himſelf ſo; I wiſh him well; Pity he 
gives ſuch bad Example. You who talk thus, do you know any thing 
of the matter? Can you Judge of the differences among Schollers ? 
Does not your own Heart tell you, you have no reaſon for all this, 
but that ſome body ſaid ſo; perhaps, no more knowing then your 
ſelf; perhaps, in whom Obedience ſpoke more then Knowledge. Be 
ſincere, if you pleaſe, tell the Story as it is; ſay, that ſome Body 
told you ſo ; andlet that Some-body anſwer for it. But make not 
your ſelf reſponlible, for cauſing your Neighbour to be ill thought 
of, who if he do amiſs, 'tis more than you can tell. 
Who are, indeed, perſwaded the Truth is of their Side, ſhould 
mewghinks have a good Reaſon in ſtore, why they are ſo —_ 
and. 
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and bring it out when 'tis call'd tor, or they voluntarily undertake to 
periwade cthers. Sometning of more Appearance, zt lcaſt, than 
what we find here, 2nd generally elſewhere. It ſho1d not ſuppoſe 
the Queition, 1:1tc2d of proving ir. As here, where the Queſtion is, 
\Whetier we are bound to obey theſe Breves of the Pope, or 10; wnd 
the proct, wezre bound to obey our Supream Paltor, in thin;;s ap- 
pertaining to Faith and Szlyation ? As for tluppoling, that ours are 
tuch maiters, let that pats: To asx, whethzr we arc to ch:y the 
Breves;, 181ttoask, whether we are to obey in the Mutters Coin- 
manded 5y the Breves ;, that is inthe MN! tters of Faith and Salvation, 
if they beto. Again, becauſethe fame Man may be a Superior in 
one Matter, or one Reſpect ; and Interior inanother, to ask, whe- 
ther a Superior may be diiobey'd, 1s tO ask whether he may be dito- 
bey'd 1n Matters whercin he 1s a Supertor. For in what he is not, O- 
bedicnce cannot be due to him; The Pop: now being a Superior in 
Matters of Faith and Salvation, to ask whether he may be difobey'd, 
is to ask whether he may be diſfobey'd in fuch Matters. When for 
Proof then, that we mult obey in ſuch Matters, weare told we mult 
obey in ſuch Matters ; we have no more, but barely the thing ſup- 
poſed, of which we inquirez, no more than jult, we muſt becaulc 
becauſe we mult. | 

Some Honeſty too would do well in a Reaſon, as well asa Servant, 
Diſputes thrive as ill as Families, when we employ unfaithful Agents, 
and who arc not true to the Canic ; Mercinary Gentlemen, ' ready t9 
take pay on the other ide, 2s ſoon as they can get Entertainment. 
What He employs, to ſet us ill with the Kzvg, we thank him ; 
would fly in his Face, and do as much to ſet him ill with the Pope, 
barely forbidding. *' Tis but putting, by the Rule of Tran{polition, 
Spiritual for Temporal, and ſaying to the Pope : Promiſe your ſelf 
no Obedience from one that ditobeys his own Prince, in a Mattcr 
moſt belonging to a Prince, Allegiance ; He will never be true to 
You in Spirituals, who fails his own Prince in Temporals. Flourtih 
this a little after his Copy, with Gods Vicegerent, whom weire to 
obey, 7» only for Wrath, bit Conſcience , who' is ſet over us for praiſe 
of the Good, and Terrour of the Bad ; who bears not the Sword 
invain, &c. And the Auxiliary is as trim, and as ſtout againſt Him 
and Us. Set himupon doing you the fame ill Ofhce with the Azzr, 
vhich you would do us, and he is for you there too. *'Tis calily faid, 
ſuch a one diſobeys i one thing, truſt bim not in another. Such 


Arguments are a kind Br.vos, in the Common-wealth of Learang 3 
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as ready, and as willing for their tire to cat kis Throat, viho bid 
them kill, as his whom they kill'd. Ard the Mitclief is they arc al- 
waysat hard; no bodycanmils one, who wiil look for him. But 
then then they are rot fatal. One may live, when they have done 
their worlt. 

The Reaſon tco, in fair dealing, which you would have mine, 
ſhould be yours. i-retences will never be warting ; but a Reaſon and a 
Pretence,are two things.He whoatter what he brings for a Reaſon is 
found faulty, continues as much {xt to his Tenet as before, has I am 
ſure {cmcthirg elle to fix him, ard only trys an experiment : Which 
where it ſucceeds there is {o mich got z where it fails, *tis but a Syl- 
logiſm loſt, Letus have 6:72 fcie-hoIngs 3 tac Concern deicrves It. 
Propoſe to vs, it you would have us of the mird, the very Motive 
which makes you be of it, that fer which you indeed think the Do- 
Ctrine true, and which if it held nicr,, you w be content lo acknow- 
icdgc Reaſon is not on the ſide. The Depoting Power, ard the He- 
retical were more A4-l.-made it firlt ; Diiob <dicn ce and Treaſon are 
moſt talkr of now. Chuſe of theſe, if thee b2 the truc Reaſons, or 
any other which you think the ſtrongelt, that on which you rely 
your ſ{clf. Some convincing Rea {on yo ou have, or you are cither not 
con\inc'd, or not rationally : Ard Ore wil co it, as well as a hun- 
Eng. Pitch upon the One, which you think will do ; bur ſtand by 
it ; ard as it provcs, fo let the Cauſe go. To tart ow one thing, 

hen DD 2nd another, ard back agz2in, ard over and over 2gain, 
is to {ay : I muſt make a Shew ; you hall take theſe for theRealons, 
If you pleaſe, which likes you beſt : Ple not be bound vp by any ot 
them. What Reaſon I have for my ſelf, 1s another matter : Theſe 
are what I thought molt convenient to ofter to you. In ſhort, If you 
do rot preduce the true Reaſon, all you fay 1s pure Pr erence : ; ard 
t!!]] we can hear of ſomething, of which you will fay, Theſe ſhall 
end it, anſwer me this and I have done: How can we think we 
have the true Reaſon, any more than Colour, to maintain the Side 
without Iofing the Credit ? But which you maintain not tor its fake, 
nor value more perhaps than other Folks. 

Dally thus a while longer, and People will be apt to ſuſpect "tis In- 
treague all, and P! aan So many Schollers, as are now leoug'd 
2cainſt the Our 2, to agree in this point of Schollarſhip ; ; Pon Pure 
Conviction of Reaſon,whom no Reaſon, yet invented by Man,could e- 
ver bring to agrec in any other : Faith and Authority lefe by Chriſt, 
Incvcry " bodies Mouth;and 1 your Writings acknowledging that ri 
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point belongs not to Faith,and you Hearers bearing you Witneſs, that 
all the Authority in Queition, is an Authority to ltettle a Doctrine 
never taught by Chrijt ; and belides, with your good Favours, falſe 
and prejudicial both to Government and Religion - Caute ſnewn,why 
Your claim ſhould be over-ruled, that Cauſe iuppreſt, and the claim 
as confidently urged, as it there were nothing againlt it : Theſe and 
The like ſound ſuſpiciouſly. Then we ſee the fide you take, pleaſes 
where theſe, on whom you' depend, live and delire to pleaſe ; As 
who has pretences In a Court, muſt nceds ſtrive tobe vcll with the 
Prince. Ir pleaſcs there, if that be topurpoſe ; becauſe 'tis thoughr 
true, and beneficial to the World, as a bridle to Vice. And 'tis 
thought true, becauſe in a Nation, where Trametano is but another 
word for Fool, rothing is valucd in compariſon of their own Divines, 
and they unhuckily happen to bein the wrong. Howecver it be, we 
ſee your Superiours have Influence on you, andthe Pope on them. We 
ſce this Influence may combiice you more then Reaſon, perhaps can, 
3t leaſt does, ifthat be your Reaſon which you cifer us. For that 
may be ſeen through, without Spectacles. Though tliis ſhould work 
with you, we ſee you have no great Reaſon to propoſe it to us ; be- 
cauſe we ſhould perhaps not think athiug the rruer or falſer, for be- 
ing more or leſs agreecble to your Intereſts. Whether it does or no, 
your own Hearts can beſt teil; into which I take not upon me to 
enter. But as we live in a m.ſtruſttul Age, let not the Suſpicion 
take root, if I may 2dviie you. Zealous we, who think we do migh- 
ry Matters for Faith, and the Autiicrity et Chri{i's Vicar, by doing 
all we can againſt the Oath, may come to ſay one day ; What, am I 
with my Zeal, and buſie Concern, only terving all the while, it may 
be the Intereſt, it may be the Paſſion of other Men ? Labouring that 
the Divines of Rome may get the better, ard pais for zbler Men in 
the World, than the Divines of Frarce? That ſome Body may be 
better look't on at Rome, than ſome Body, and ſtand fairer for Pre- 
tences ? That there be Examples of the Defert of ſome Members, 
to attone for Diſtaſte taken at others ? Mult I be his Implement, 
who thinks he has found the Secret of maintaining the ne qo. 
Power, without appearing for it, the Addrefs to get the Merit, an 

decline the Envy ? I, who Li it not my ſelf, cs thoſe very few a- 
mong the Laity, even of thoſe who refuſe the Oath, who do ? Mult 
I think there are no good Chriſtians, but thoſe who belicve Chri/ 
has left a Power to eſtabliſh falſe DoCtrine, and obey it when it does? 


When it comes to this, you mult come out with your true Reator , 
ar. 


und that Reaſon be ſuch, as will ſatisfie a Reaſonable Van. "Tis ill V/ [ | 


putting off things to the laſt ; you had as good doit pow. 5... 
wp On 

And ſothe Reader 15 quit of me. However he ff @ 27 Difcorri;, 
I hope he will not find my Pretenlions unreaſonable. No BoCy viould 
be the worſe, whoſhould grant me all I delire ; that the Love of 
Truth may be as much in our Hearts, as Mouths ; and thar, as we 
arc aware, 'tis ſhameful] not to ſay, I am concern'd for nothing elſe, 
and I have her on my ſide ; we would remember, 'tis a great deal 
more ſhameful not to ſay ſo J:icerely. You who fay you have thc 
Truth, have ſome Marks fure, by which you know her. By which 
of any yet aſſigned, can any body clic know the Oarh is naught ? By 
PriestlyTreaſon? Why then was the Oachoppeſed, when that was ne- 
ver thought of? By Depoſing Power! Why then is it oppoſed {ti!!, 
when that is waved? Can either be the Cauſe of a Feavor ;' wkicl 
abates not, when they are remoyed ? No one can perhaps be pitch'd 
upon, of which it will not be ſaid, the Oath might do well enough, 
if that were all. But this is the Buſineſs, ſays one ; that, ſays ano- 
ther: Bidding fair to make other Folks think, that oppoling the 


Oath, in which they all agree, is the only bulineſs of all, beſides ha- 


ving ſomething to ſay. And this ſomething every Bedy ſees ; but 
whether any Body, belides themſelves, ſees the very motive they 
have to oppoſe the Oath, is a Doubt, which I think they would O- 
blige the World toreſfolve. Then, How many are eager againſt 
the Oath, whonever ſaw it, or if they did by Chance, or Curiolity, 
will not examine it, nor hearken to any thing alledged for it. Never 
ſo little Scrupuloſity, would make them ſhy to hazard injuring their 
Neighbour, and their Prince ; having a hand in propagating falſe 
and pernicious Doctrine, ſcandalling Religion, &c. And yet their 
Zeal may be doing this all the while, for ought they can tell. Though 


there were noother World, and no Account to he made in it, rite- 


thinks it ſhews altogether as handſome in this, to talk of what they 
do underſtand, as to refuſe to underitand what they will talk of. 
Why People ſhould diſtruſt themſelves, I know not. There is no 
Witchery in this buſineſs. But who will not, or think they cannot 
underſtand it, can let it alone, if they pleaſe. To fay, lam ſure the 
9ath isa very bad thing, and they very bad Nen who are for it, but 
I do and will knozy nothing of either, {cems tome a Tale which may 
be left untold, without prejudice to any Body. In fine, 1 am unrea- 
ſonableenough, to wiſh with all my Heart, tizat no ſuſpicior rv 
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- remain of ungrounded Animoſity,and blind Earneſtnefs, of Partiality 
or Prejudice, that there may be an End made of a vexatious Diſpute, 
and ways taken, by which we may at laſt hope to come toit. AndI am 
uncharitable enough, to ſeduce others, if I can, into the ſame irrati- 
onal and uncharitable Perſwaſions. For the reſt, ſome 1 belicye will 
think I have ſaid 200 mach, and ſome roo litrle. As indeed an Anſwer 
would have askt more, and fewer Examples perhaps have ſerv'd. I 
intreat the One to remember I diſclaim'd Anſwering at firſt, and the 
Other, that r'other Argument tempts like t'other Bottle. While ſo 
much xemains equally provoking and eaſy, I for my part think it 

ſomething to break off where I do. 


